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DETAILED ACTION 

35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

35 U.S.C 112: Claim 20 

Claim20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 

to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

In claim 20, there is not proper antecedent basis for "the grill pipes bend " 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication 
in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

he has abandoned the invention. 

the invention was first patented or caused to be patented, or was the subject of an inventor's certificate, by 
the applicant or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date of the application for patent 
in this country on an application for patent or inventor's certificate filed more than twelve months before the filing of 
the application in the United States. 

the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
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patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in die United States only if the international application designated die United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in die United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has 
fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention dicreof by 
the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and 
the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply 
when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application 
filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



35 U.S.C. 102(b): Claims 1. 2. 4, 5, 6 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by GB 



2286111. 

GB 22861 1 1 shows and discloses a cooking apparatus, comprising: 

- a cabinet (11) opened at a top surface thereof to provide an opening; 

- a grill unit (14) seated in the opening of the cabinet so. as to support food 
over the opening; 

- a heating unit (23) installed in the cabinet at a position of set from an 
effective grill part of the grill unit ; and 

- a heat blocking member (24, 32) to block a part of the thermal energy 
transmitted to an edge of the grill unit, allowing the thermal energy to be 
uniformly transmitted to food laid on .the grill unit; 
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- a reflecting member (21) provided at a rear portion of the heating unit; and 
the heat blocking member integrally extends from the reflecting member to 
reflect the thermal energy transmitted from the heating unit; 

- a downwardly inclined cover member (35) extending from an edge of the 
opening to cover an upper surface (22) of the heat blocking member. 

- cover member is downwardly inclined. 



35 U.S.C 102(h): Claims h 2. 4 % 5 

Claims 1, 2, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 

3154004 (HUCK). 

US 3154004 (HUCK) shows and discloses a cooking apparatus, comprising: 

- a cabinet (23) opened at atop surface thereof to provide an opening; 

- a grill unit (40) seated in the opening of the cabinet so as to support food 
over the opening; 

- a heating unit (70) installed in the cabinet at a position of set from an 
effective grill part of the grill unit ; and 

- a heat blocking member (78) to block a part of the thermal energy 
transmitted to an edge of the grill unit, allowing the thermal energy to be 
uniformly transmitted to food laid on .the grill unit; 

- a reflecting member (78) provided at a rear portion of the heating unit, and 
the heat blocking member integrally extends from the reflecting member to 
reflect the thermal energy transmitted from the heating unit; 
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- a cover member (46) extending from an edge of the opening to cover an 
upper surface of the heat blocking member. 

6/5 

cover member is downwardly inclined so that a material dropping from the food laid on 
the grill unit is guided into the opening. 

35 U.S.G 102(a): Claims L 9. 1L 13 and 14 

Claims 1, 9, 1 1, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by JP 
2002-355178. 

JP 2002-355178 shows and discloses a cooking apparatus, comprising: 

- a cabinet (14) opened at a top surface thereof to provide an opening; 

- a grill unit (8) seated in the opening of the cabinet so as to support food 
over the opening; 

- a heating unit (12) installed in the cabinet at a position of set from an 
effective grill part of the grill unit ; and 

- a heat blocking member (i.e. - the bottom wall of tanks 2 and 3) to block a 
part of the thermal energy transmitted to an edge of the grill unit, allowing 
the thermal energy to be uniformly transmitted to food laid on .the grill 
unit; 

- a plurality of water tanks (2, 3) respectively seated on both sides of the 
cabinet to contain water; and 
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a plurality of hollow grill pipes (8, 9) arranged between the water tanks to 
connect the water tanks to each other. 

35 U.S.C. 102(b): Claims 1-6 

Claims 1- 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 

5163359 (McLane, Sr.) 

US 5163359 (McLane, Sr.) shows and discloses a cooking apparatus, comprising: 

- a cabinet ( 1 2) opened at a top surface thereof to provide an opening; 

- a grill unit (56) seated in the opening of the cabinet so as to support food over the 
opening; 

- a heating unit (124) installed in the cabinet at a position of set from an effective 
grill part of the grill unit ; and 

- a heat blocking member ( 1 26) to block a part of the thermal energy transmitted to 
an edge of the grill unit, allowing the thermal energy to be uniformly transmitted to 
food laid on .the grill unit; 

- a reflecting member (130) provided at a rear portion of the heating unit; and the 
heat blocking member integrally extends from the reflecting member to reflect the 
thermal energy transmitted from the heating unit; 

- a downwardly inclined cover member (136) extending from an edge of the 
opening to cover an upper surface of the heat blocking member; 

- a reflecting plate ( 1 00) provided at a predetermined position below the grill. Note 
that inclined surfaces (100) will inherently reflect at least a portion of the thermal 
energy of the heating unit to the grill unit, so that the thermal energy reflected by the 
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heat blocking member is guided to a central portion of the grill unit by the reflecting 
plate, 

- the cover member is spaced apart from the heat blocking member by a 
predetermined gap to provide an air layer (70) between the cover member and the 
heat blocking member. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 
35 U.S.C. J 03(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 
owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 
Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 
each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 



35 U.S.C. 103(a): Claims 

Claims 1, 7, 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 

5163359 (McLane, Sr.) in view of JP 2001-169928 and JP 2002-355178. 

US 5163359 (McLane, Sr.) shows and discloses the invention substantially as set forth in 
the claims with possible exception to: 
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- a tray having a hump, oil groves and defining reflecting plates, and set at a 
predetermined position below the opening to collect a material dropping from 
the food laid on the grill unit, and an end of the cover member positioned in a 
space above the tray so as to guide the material dropping from the food to the 
tray, 

- each of the heating units includes a ceramic member with a heating element to 
generate the thermal energy; 

- the heating units are inclinedly arranged to tilt toward the opening to transmit 
the thermal energy to the grill unit; 

- a plurality of water tanks and a plurality of hollow grill pipes arranged between 
the water tanks to connect the water tanks to each other. 

JP 2001-169928 teaches from the same cooking grill field of endeavor as Rl, providing a 
tray having a hump, oil grooves and reflective plates, to reflect the thermal energy from the 
heating units to the grill unit, and set at a predetermined position below the opening to collect a 
material dropping from the food laid on the grill unit, and an end of an end cover member (16) 
positioned in a space above the tray so as to guide the material dropping from the food to the 
tray. 

JP 2002-355178 teaches from the same cooking grill field of endeavor as Rl, providing a 
grill with a plurality of water tanks (2, 3) respectively seated on both sides of the cabinet to 
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contain water; and a plurality of hollow grill pipes (8, 9) arranged between the water tanks to 
connect the water tanks to each other for cooling he grill to prevent sticking. 

In regard to claim 7, for the purpose of collecting droppings from the grill, it would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify Rl to include tray with a 
hump, oil grooves and reflective surfaces, in view of the teaching of JP 2001-169928. 

In regard to claims 10, 1 1 and 18-20 Official Notice is taken that it is well known to: 

-use ceramic burners, inclined toward a grill, as a suitable source of heat for 
cooking food; 

-provide water is contained in a drippings tray to prevent an excessive rise in 
temperature; 

-provide cooking grills with a timer switch to control an operation time of the 
heating units; and 

1 - provide cooking grills with a power switch to control a heating temperature 
of the heating units. 

Thus, in view of that which is well known, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the heat source of US 5163359 (McLane, Sr.) to be an inclined 
ceramic burner, water in the tray, a timer and power switch. 
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In regard to claims 9- 18, for cooling the grill to prevent sticking, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the grilling surface to Rl to include 
a plurality of water tanks seated on both sides of the cabinet to contain water; and a plurality of 
hollow grill pipes arranged between the water tanks to connect the water tanks to each other, in 
view of the teaching of R3 

Conclusion 

See the attached PTO FORM for prior art made of record that is not relied upon, which is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

US PTO CUSTOMER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carl D. Price whose telephone number is (703) 308-1953. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, between the hours of 6:30 am 
and 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ira Lazarus can be reached on (703) 308-1935. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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